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I n t r odu ct ion  

 

This was the fourth exam inat ion of the ‘new’ I GCSE specificat ion and the number 

of candidates was roughly the same as in previous years. What  was part icular ly 

encouraging about  the overall performance this year was the proport ional 

increase in the number of candidates at  the top end, i.e. those achieving an A 

grade. 

 

Candidates seem to have been well t rained to cope with the answer-book format , 

and our judgement  of the lined space allocat ions to indiv idual quest ion parts 

seems to have been about  r ight . Only a couple of candidates had to resort  to 

addit ional sheets of paper. However, in cont rast  and as in previous years, a 

significant  number of candidates left  an undue number of lines unfilled in the part  

(c)s of quest ions.  

 

Candidates need to be rem inded that  rarely will a few lines of response warrant  

the award of Level 3 marks, i.e. 5 or 6. As suggested in previous reports, one 

suspects that  such candidates may be guilt y of running out  of t ime when it  has 

come to this f inal part  of a quest ion.  

 

Qu est ion  1   

This quest ion is compulsory and seeks to test  the candidate’s general knowledge 

of Bangladesh -  its land, people and economy. I n general, the quest ion was 

tackled quite well, but  it  is necessary to point  account  some recurrent  errors.  

 

Qu est ion  1  ( a) ( i ) - ( i i i )  

I n (a) ( i)  I ndia was often cited rather than Myanmar, whilst  in ( iii)  candidates 

were content  to just  state the Chit tagong Hills rather than give the name of the 

highest  peak.  

 

Qu est ion  1 ( b )  

I n (b) ( i)  there were some wild guesses about  the size of Bangladesh’s 

populat ion.  

 

Qu est ion  1 ( c)  

I n (c)  there was a tendency to give rather general indicators of development  

(e.g. indust r ialisat ion, declining rate of populat ion growth)  rather than the more 

specific and windily used criter ia such as life expectancy, literacy and daily 

calor ie intake.  

 

Qu est ion  1 ( d )  

A recurrent  error in (d) ( i)  was the belief that  the UK and USA were the two top 

designat ions for Bangladeshi m igrant  workers rather than Saudi Arabia and 

 



Malaysia. But  most  were well informed about  the possible benefits of these 

out flows of workers.  

 

Qu est ion  2 ( a) ( i ) - ( i i i )  

This was much the m ore popular. I n (a) ( i)most  correct ly ident if ied Sylhet ;  in 

(a) ( ii)  many just  cited sudden heavy or intense rainfall but  failed to ment ion the 

important  factors of steep and/ or bare slopes;  in (a) ( iii)  candidates had no 

diff icult ies in com ing up with an natural hazard not  shown in Figure 1.  

 

Qu est ion  2 ( b ) ( i ) - ( i i )  

I n (b) ( i)  it  was surpr ising how few candidates aware of the characterist ics of a 

monsoon climate and yet  they are liv ing with it  year in, year out . There was 

much guesswork or confusion when tackling (b) ( ii) .  

 

Qu est ion  2 ( c)  

I n (c)  most  showed a reasonable awareness of what  is being done to cope with 

flooding, but  relat ively few candidates dist inguished between the two aspects of 

the quest ion, namely damage to property, etc. and human casualt ies. 

 

Qu est ion  3  

Although Q3 was a m inority choice, on the whole it  was well answered. Some 

may have st ruggled a bit  with the three parts of (a) , but  most  were well 

prepared to deal with (b)  and (c) . I n short , some encouraging responses here. 

 

Qu est ion  4  

I n Sect ion 3, it  was Q4 which tempted fewer takers. The simple arithmet ic task 

in (a) ( i)  defeated most , but  responses to (a) ( ii) , ( iii)  and ( iv)  were generally 

sat isfactory. I n (b) ( i)  only a few candidates understood the meaning of ‘infant  

mortality, but  were altogether more fam iliar with the two components of 

populat ion represented by a populat ion pyram id. There were some good 

responses to(c) .  

 

Most  focused on the rich-poor div ide and to a lesser extent  on the gender and 

urban- rural div ides. 

 

Qu est ion  5   

A problem in (a) ( i)  of Qu est ion  5  was that  many candidates failed to do what  

was required, namely to analyse what  was shown in Figure 4. The understanding 

of ‘urbanisat ion’ in (a) ( ii)  remains insecure, in that  it  involves more than just  

rural-urban m igrat ion, while responses to (a) ( iii)  were marked by bald 

statements such as ‘jobs’, ‘t ransport ’ and ‘medical facilit ies’ rather than the 

ident if icat ion of processes, such as the growth of the secondary and tert iary 

sectors. Candidates seemed altogether more comfortable when dealing with 

 



(b) ( i)  and ( ii)  and were certainly well aware of a range of urban problems in(c) .   

Again some good work here. 

 

Qu est ion  6  

I n Sect ion 4, there was again uneven pat ronage of the two quest ions on offer. 

There was only m inor ity interest  in Q6, but  generally the perform ance was 

sat isfactory. Candidates seemed reasonably eel informed about  the Green 

Revolut ion in (a) ( i) ( ii)  and ( iii)  and cot tage indust r ies in (b) ( ii) . I n (c)  not  many 

went  any further than point ing out  the benefits of manufactur ing in the context  

of t rade ( reducing im ports and boost ing exports) . Other aspects of its 

importance, such as j ob creat ion, regular wages and reduct ion of reliance on 

agriculture, were rather neglected. 

 

 

Qu est ion  7  

Candidates were not  short  of ideas in parts (a) ( i) , ( ii)  and ( iii)  of Q7.  I n (b) ( i)  

there seemed to be no diff iculty in suggest ing a relevant  tert iary sector act iv ity, 

but  ( ii)  some confusion prevailed about  the links between the tert iary sector ( its 

size and GDP importance)  and economic development . There was altogether 

sounder work on show in the answers to (c) . As with Quest ion 6(c) , some 

candidates confined their at tent ion to internat ional t rade, and in this instance 

needed to broaden their perspect ive to such aspects as TNC investment  in 

Bangladesh, aid, tour ism and rem it tances.  

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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